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Philemon – A Portrait of Salvation

Onesimus – represents us when we were yet sinners

Paul – represents Jesus Christ

Philemon – represents God the Father

It is assumed that Philemon did what Paul requested.

Philemon legally owned Onesimus
All men are God’s property since He is the creator – Ezekiel 18:4

Onesimus was a disobedient runaway slave
“men are all gone out of the way” Rom.3:12; We are all slaves to sin Rom.5:12

Onesimus was an unprofitable slave
mankind has “together become unprofitable” Rom.3:12
Onesimus stole from Philemon
We robbed God of His due glory  Rom.1:21
Penalty for runaway slaves was death
Penalty for sin is death Ezekiel 18:20; Rom.6:23

Roman law condemned Onesimus as a 
The law condemns man Rom.3:20; 

runaway
4:15
Onesimus could find freedom and deliverance
We have freedom and deliverance 
From the penalty only through Paul
from sin only in Jesus Christ Rom.8:2
Paul was more than a friend to Onesimus 
Jesus Christ is more than a friend 

And an equal partner to Philemon
to sinners (Rom.5:8), and an equal partner to God the Father Phillipians 2:6

Paul offered to have Onesimus’ debt put to
Our sin was put on Jesus Christ 
His account
2 Corinthians 5:21

Paul offered to pay the full amount of the debt
Jesus Christ paid the debt in full 
Onesimus owed (see v.19)
for us 1 Timothy 2:5-6

Paul brought reconciliation between Onesimus
Jesus brought reconciliation

And Philemon
between man and the Father  


2 Corinthians 5:18-20

Onesimus could only be received by the
We can only be received by the
Grace of Philemon
Grace of the Father Eph.2:8

Philemon accepted Paul’s payment
God the Father accepted Jesus’ payment Eph.1:6

Philemon received Onesimus as he would
God receives us as He would 
Paul
Christ  Rom.8:15-17

Onesimus was now reckoned as a brother
We are reckoned as children and 

And not a slave (verse 16)
no more as servants Gal.4:7

Paul was the mediator between Philemon
Jesus Christ was the mediator
And Onesimus
between the Father and mankind 


1 Timothy 2:5

Paul interceded on behalf of Onesimus
Jesus Christ intercedes on behalf of us Rom.8:27

Onesimus becomes profitable to both
We now are profitable to the 
Paul and Philemon (v.11)
Jesus Christ and the Father Eph.1:7-8

Paul could do nothing without the consent
Jesus Christ could only do the will 

Of Philemon
of the Father John 6:38

Philemon prepared lodging for Paul
God the Father received Jesus Christ into heaven where Christ is seated at the right hand of the Father Col.3:1; Eph.1:20
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